
Referencing Electronic Resources 

When you are citing something on a website, ensure 
you are thinking about its reference type and not its 
method of retrieval. Many kinds of works can appear 
on websites (e.g., reports, e-books, journal articles), 
but only those not better accounted for by some 
other reference category use the webpages and 

websites reference category. 

 

The URL is typically included at the end of the entry. 
Because online materials can potentially change 
URLs, APA recommends providing a Digital Object 
Identifier (DOI), when it is available, as opposed to 
the URL. DOIs are a stable link to a work. They are 
unique to their documents and consist of a long 

alphanumeric code.  

 

Electronic Book 

Author (Surname, Initial[s]) (Year of publication). 
Title of book (edition) (if not the first edition). URL or 
DOI. 
 
 

Elster, J. (2015). Explaining Social Behavior: More 
Nuts and Bolts for the Social Sciences(2nd 
ed.). doi: 10.1017/CBO9781107763111 

 

 

 

 

 

Website with a Corporate Author 

Author. (Year) (Month Day, if applicable). Title of 

webpage. Site name (if not the same as author). URL 

 

Health Service Executive. (2019). How to take 
antibiotics. Retrieved from https://
www2.hse.ie/conditions/antibiotics/how-to-
take/ 

Website with a Named Author 

Author. (Year) (Month Day, if applicable). Title of 
webpage. Site name (if not the same as author). URL 

 
Libreri, S. (2021, February 23). Enclosed nuns master viral 

dance to 'cheer people up'. RTE News. Retrieved 
from https://www.rte.ie/news/
regional/2021/0222/1198668-nuns-jerusalema-
video/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Electronic Journal Articles 

Author(s) Surname, Initial(s). (Year). Title of article.  
Journal title, Volume(issue number), page numbers. 
URL or DOI. 
 
Matthews, L. M., & Rutherford, B. N. (2021). The impact of 

skill discretion and work demands on salesperson 
job satisfaction: the mediating influence of the 
burnout facets. Journal of Personal Selling & Sales 
Management, 41(1), 17-27. 
doi:10.1080/08853134.2020.1815542 

 
Bergagna, E., & Tartaglia, S. (2018). Self-Esteem, Social 

Comparison, and Facebook Use. Europe’s Journal 
of Psychology, 14(4), 831-845. Retrieved from 
https://ejop.psychopen.eu/index.php/ejop/
article/view/1592  

For more information or 
training on Citing and 
Referencing your sources, 
please contact the library. 
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Why Reference?  

In writing a thesis or research project, you will consult 
a variety of sources (e.g.,  books, journals, the          
internet, databases, etc.). It is essential that you      
provide references to the ideas, facts, quotations, etc., 
that you use to  support your argument: 
 
• to assist readers in finding further information 

about the topic 
• to prove that your work has a substantial factual 

basis 
• to give credit where it is due and to avoid            

plagiarism. See ATU (Galway City) guide about    
plagiarism at https://www.gmit.ie/sites/default/
files/public/general/docs/policy-plagiarism-
2019.pdf. 

 

Which style should I use? 

A number of different citing styles can be used. Check 
with your lecturer as to which style is preferred by 
your department. Whichever style you choose, stick to 
the one system throughout your project. This guide 
will show how to use the APA referencing style.  

Further information 
 
ATU Libraries also have several books and guides      
available detailing the different styles and giving         
information on how to reference, for example: 
 

• Pears, R. (2019). Cite them right: the essential        
referencing guide (11th ed.). London, England: Red 
Globe Press. [Shelf no. 808.027] 

• Williams, K., & Davis, M. (2017). Referencing &      
understanding plagiarism (2nd ed.). London, England: 
Macmillan Education. [Shelf no. 808.027 WIL] 

• ‘Referencing and Citing - Detailed Guide: Using the 
APA Citation Style’.  Available at https://

libguides.gmit.ie/APA_Style 

Referencing using the APA 

Style 
 

Using this style, you need to give brief citations in your text 
and a reference list at the end of the project. 
 

1. Citations 

These are the brief details of the reference within the text 
of your assignment (e.g., Smith, 2021, p. 34). 
 

Direct Quote 

If using fewer than 40 words, put the quote in double   
quotation marks. List the surname of the author, the date 
of publication and the page number(s) it appeared on   
directly after the quote. 
  

Paraphrase or Summary 

List the name of the author(s), the page number, and the 
date of publication directly after the paraphrase. 
 

2. Reference List  

This is an alphabetical list, by authors surname, of the full 
details of all sources you have cited. 
 

Example:  
“Research shows that living in poverty can produce 
changes in the human brain” (Sanchez, 2021, p. 52). 

Example:  
Many tourists surf the internet prior to their trip to     
Ireland and many fantasize about the marketed image of 
Ireland portrayed online for visitors (Costa, 2009, p.12).  

References 

Costa, K. A. (2009). Coach Fellas: Heritage and Tourism in 
Ireland. Walnut Creek, CA: Routledge. 

 

Sanchez, H. (2021). How Poverty and Stress Influence 
Students’ Behavior. Educational Leadership, 79
(2), 52-55.  

Books 

Author(s) Last name, Initial(s). (Year). Title (edition). 
Name of publisher. 
 
Wallace, J., Gunnigle, P., & O'Sullivan, M. (2020). Industrial 

relations in Ireland (5th ed.). Dublin, Ireland:        
Institute of Public Administration. 

 

Chapter in a book (edited) 

Author’s Surname, Initial(s). (Year). Title of chapter. In 
Editor Initial Surname(s) (Ed.) Title of book. Publisher, 
page numbers of chapter.  
 
Platt, M., & Jones, N. A. (2018). The Physiology of Rivalry in 

Infancy. In S. L. Hart & N. A. Jones (Eds.), The         
Psychology of Rivalry (pp. 35-47). New York, NY:  
Nova. 

 

 
 

 
 

Journal Articles 

Author’s Surname, Initial(s). (Year). Title of article.   
Journal Title, Journal volume (issue number) or date, 
page number(s). 
 
Bonney, L. (2020). Mindfulness for school leader well-being: 

Why mindfulness matters and how to make it work. 
Leadership, 50(1), 30-33.  

 
Theses and Dissertations 

Author’s Surname, Initial(s), (Year). Title of thesis [Type of    
thesis]. Awarding Institution, location. Name of Database or 
archive, URL (if published) 
 
Harney, A. Factors in the profitability of Irish sheep and beef 

farming [Unpublished Bachelor of Business 
(Honours) in Rural Enterprise and Agribusiness    
dissertation]. Atlantic Technological University 
(Galway-Mayo), Galway, Ireland. 
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